Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 01465 171257Z 
53 

ACTION NEA-10 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 NEAE-00 PM-04 NSC-05 SY-05 SCCT-01 CU-02 

SS-15 L-03 SSO-00 NSCE-00 INRE-00 USIE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 /057 W 

115571 

O 171207Z EEB 76 

PM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8627 

CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1465 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT,LE 

SUBJECT: SHOOTING AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OP BEIRUT 

1 . 1 HAVE JUST SPOKEN WITH PRESIDENT KIRKWOOD WHO IS 
SAFE AT HOME ALTER NARROWLY ESCAPING ASSASSINATION THIS 
MORNING WHICH TOOK LIVES OF DEAN OP STUDENTS ROBERT 
NAJEMY (AN AMERICAN CITIZEN) AND DEAN OF ENGINEERING 
RAYMONKD GHOSN. ONE OR MORE GUNMEN KILLED THESE TWO 
AND HREF SOME OTHER AUB OPPICIALS HOSTAGE IN PRESIDENT'S 
OUTER OPPICE THIS MORNING UNTIL TWO DOCTORS WITH GOOD 
PALESTINIAN CONNECTIONS WHO KNEW THE GUNMAN INVOLVED 
EXCHANGED THEMSELVES FOR THE HOSTAGES AND GOT THE GUNMAN 
OUT OP THE BUILDING. 

2. SITUATION AND ALL KDETAILS NOT YET CLEAR AND WILL BE 
REPORTED MORE PULLY. THE ONE MAN IDENTIPIED ISK NAMED 
NAIM NAIM, ONE OP THE 103 STUDENTS EXPELLED PROM THE 
UNIVERSITY IN CONNECTION WITH 1974 STUDENT' STRIKE. 

HE WAS AN ENGINEERING STUDENT, APPARENTLY PALESTINIAN, 

AND A PLO ACTIVIST. WE RELIEVE HE WAS TURNKED OVER 
TO PALESTINIAN LAW ENPORCEMENT FORCES. REPORTEDLY, SOMEBODY 
SHOT HIM AS HE WAS BEING TAKEN AWAY. INCIDENT APPEARS TO HAVE 
ENDED. 
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